CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1. A system for teaching musical rhythm, said system 
5 comprising : 

at least one master block, each of the at least one 
master block visually conveying to an observer a time 
signature, one of the at least one master block comprising a 
control reference feature having a benchmark dimension, and 
10 each of the remaining at least one master block, if any, 
comprising a control reference feature having a dimension 
relative to said benchmark dimension and its visually conveyed 
t ime s ignature ; and 

a plurality of cadence blocks, each of the plurality of 
15 cadence blocks visually conveying to an observer a duration 
value, and each of the plurality of cadence blocks comprising 
a reference feature relative in dimension to its duration 
value and the benchmark dimension; 

wherein the musical rhythm in a given musical measure can 
20 be correctly determined by either (1) visually reading one of 
the at least one master block and one or more of the cadence 
blocks; or (2) tactilely comparing the dimension of the 
control reference feature of one of the at least one master 
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block to the dimension of the reference feature of one or more 
of the plurality of cadence blocks to see if they are equal. 

2 . The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one master 
5 block and the plurality of cadence blocks are comprised of 

thermoplastic . 

3 . The system of claim 2 wherein each of the at least 
one master block comprises a first side having a thickness, 

10 wherein said control reference feature is the thickness of the 
first side. 

4. The system of claim 3 wherein each of the plurality 
of cadence blocks comprises a second side having a thickness, 

15 wherein said reference feature is the thickness of second 
side . 

5. The system of claim 4 wherein each of the plurality 
of cadence blocks is shaped to resemble a note, a rest or a 

20 dot. 
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6 . The system of claim 5 wherein each of the at least 
one master block is shaped to resemble a time signature having 
an upper number and a lower number. 



5 7. The system of claim 4 wherein each of the plurality 

of cadence blocks has a note, rest or dot indicated thereon. 

8. The system of claim 7 wherein each of the at least 
one master blocks has a time signature displayed thereon. 

10 

9. The system of claim 2 further comprising a plurality 
of notation blocks, each of said plurality of notation blocks 
visually indicating music notational symbols commonly used in 
composing music. 

15 

10. The system of claim 9 wherein the plurality of 
notation blocks comprises a block visually indicating a slur 
and a block visually indicating a bar line. 

20 11. The system of claim 9 wherein the plurality of 

notation blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a slur 
and at least one block shaped as a bar line. 
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12. The system of claim 5 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a whole 
note, at least one block shaped as a half note, at least one 
block shaped as a quarter note, and at least one block shaped 

5 as an eighth note. 

13 . The system of claim 5 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a whole 
rest, at least one block shaped as a half rest, at least one 

10 block shaped as a quarter rest, and at least one block shaped 
as an eighth rest. 

14. The system of claim 5 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a dot. 

15 

15. The system of claim 14 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a half 
dot and at least one block shaped as a quarter dot. 

20 16. The system of claim 6 wherein one of the at least 

one master block is shaped to resemble a four-four time 
signature . 
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17. The system of claim 16 wherein one of the at least 
one master block is shaped to resemble a three- four time 
signature . 

5 18. The system of claim 17 wherein one of the at least 

one master block is shaped to resemble a two- four time 
signature . 

19. The system of claim 18 wherein one of the at least 
10 one master block is shaped to resemble a six-eight time 
signature . 
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20. A system for teaching musical rhythm, said system 
comprising: 

a master block shaped to resemble a time signature, said 
master block comprising a first side having a thickness, said 
5 thickness being a benchmark dimension; and 

a plurality of cadence blocks, each of said cadence 
blocks shaped to resemble a note or a rest, said note or rest 
each having a duration value relative to said time signature, 
each of said cadence blocks having a thickness relative to its 
10 duration value and the benchmark dimension; 

wherein the correct rhythm for the measure of music can 
be determined by either (1) visually reading the master block 
and one or more of the cadence blocks; or (2) comparing the 
combined thickness of one or more of the cadence blocks to the 
15 thickness of the master block to ascertain if they are equal. 



21. The system of claim 20 wherein the master block and 
the plurality of cadence blocks are comprised of 
thermoplastic . 

22. The system of claim 21 wherein the time signature is 
chosen from the group consisting of four- four time, three 
four -time, two- four time and six- eight time. 
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23. The system of claim 22 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a whole 
note, at least two blocks shaped as half notes, and at least 
four blocks shaped as quarter notes. 

5 

24. The system of claim 23 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks further comprise at least eight blocks shaped 
as eighth notes. 

10 25. The system of claim 22 wherein the plurality of 

cadence blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a whole 
rest, at least two blocks shaped as half rests, and at least 
four blocks shaped as quarter rests. 

15 26. The system of claim 25 wherein the plurality of 

cadence blocks further comprise at least one block shaped as 
an eighth rest. 

27. The system of claim 21 wherein the thickness of the 
20 master block is about 1.25 inches and the time signature is 
four- four time. 
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28. The system of claim 27 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a whole 
note, at least one block shaped as a half note, at least one 
block shaped as a quarter note and at least one block shaped 
as an eighth note, and wherein the thickness of a block shaped 
as a whole note is about 1.25 inches, the thickness of a block 
shaped as a half note is about .625 inches, the thickness of 
a block shaped as quarter note is about .313 inches, and the 
thickness of a block shaped as an eighth note is about .156 
inches 

29. The system of claim 28 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks further comprise at least one block shaped as 
a whole rest, at least one block shaped as a half rest, at 
least one block shaped as a quarter rest, and at least one 
block shaped as an eighth rest, wherein the thickness of a 
block shaped as a whole rest is about 1.25 inches, the 
thickness of a block shaped as a half rest is about .625 
inches, the thickness of a block shaped as quarter rest is 
about .313 inches, and the thickness of a block shaped as an 
eighth rest is about .156 inches. 
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30. The system of claim 21 further comprising a 
plurality of master blocks, each of the master blocks 
representing a distinct time signature. 

5 31. The system of claim 21 wherein the plurality of 

cadence blocks further comprise at least one block shaped as 
a dot . 

32. The system of claim 21 further comprising a 
10 plurality of notation blocks, said plurality of notation 

blocks being comprised of blocks shaped as musical notation. 

33. The system of claim 32 wherein the plurality of 
notation blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a slur. 

15 

34. The system of claim 33 wherein the plurality of 
notation blocks comprise at least one block shaped as a bar 
line . 
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35. A system for teaching musical rhythm, said system 
comprising : 

a block shaped to resemble a time signature; 

a first plurality of blocks, each of said first plurality 
5 of blocks shaped to resemble a note or a rest; 

a second plurality of blocks, each of the second 
plurality of blocks shaped to resemble a slur or a bar line; 

wherein said block, first plurality of blocks and the 
second plurality of blocks are comprised of thermoplastic. 

10 

36. The system of claim 35 wherein the block comprises 
a first side having a thickness and each of the plurality of 
cadence block comprises a second side also having a thickness, 
wherein the thickness of block is of a dimension to only allow 

15 one or more of the first plurality of blocks comprising the 
correct rhythm for a measure of music to be of equal 
thickness . 

37. The system of claim 36 wherein the first plurality 
2 0 of blocks further comprises at least one block shaped to 

resemble a dot. 
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39. The system of claim 36 wherein the second plurality 
of blocks comprises at least one block shaped as a bar line. 

40. The system of claim 39 wherein the second plurality 
5 of blocks further comprises at least one block shaped as a 

slur. 

41. The system of claim 36 wherein the block is shaped 
to resemble a four- four time signature. 

0 

42. The system of claim 41 wherein the first plurality 
of blocks comprises at least one block shaped as a whole note, 
at least two blocks shaped as a half note, and at least four 
blocks shaped as a quarter note. 

5 

43. The system of claim 42 wherein the first plurality 
of blocks comprises at least one block shaped as a whole rest, 
at least one block shaped as a half rest, and at least one 
block shaped as a quarter rest. 
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44 . A system for teaching musical rhythm for a measure 
of music, said system comprising: 

at least one master block, each of the at least one 
master block comprising a first indicator means for visually 
5 conveying to an observer a time signature, and each of the at 
least one master block further comprising a first reference 
means for tactilely determining the correct rhythm for the 
measure of music; and 

a plurality of cadence blocks, each of the plurality of 

10 cadence blocks comprising a second indicator means for 
visually conveying to an observer a duration value, and each 
of the plurality of cadence blocks further comprising a second 
reference means for tactilely determining the correct rhythm 
for the measure of music; 

15 wherein the musical rhythm for the measure of music can 

be correctly determined by either (1) sight reading the first 
indicator means of one of the at least one master block and 
the second indicator means of one or more of the cadence 
blocks, or (2) comparing the first reference means of one of 

20 the at least one master block to the second reference means of 
one or more cadence blocks. 
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45. The system of claim 44 wherein the at least one 
master block and the plurality of cadence blocks are comprised 
of thermoplastic. 

5 46. The system of claim 45 further comprising a 

plurality of notation blocks, each of the plurality of 
notation blocks comprising a third indicator means for 
visually conveying a musical symbol used in composing music. 

10 47. The system of claim 44 wherein the first and second 

indicator means is text. 

48. The system of claim 44 wherein the first indicator 
means is a display of a time signature, and the second 

15 indicator means comprises a display of a note, rest or a dot. 

49. The system of claim 44 wherein the first indicator 
means is the shape of each of the at least one master block, 
and the second indicator means is the shape of each of the 

20 plurality of cadence blocks. 

50. The system of claim 44 wherein the first reference 
means is the thickness of each of the at least one master 
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block, and the second reference means is the thickness of each 
of the plurality of cadence blocks. 

51. The system of claim 50, wherein the correct rhythm 
5 is determined be comparing the thickness of one of the at 

least one master block to the thickness of one or more of the 
plurality of cadence blocks. 

52. The system of claim 44 wherein the time signature is 
10 chosen from the group consisting of four-four time, three-four 

time, and two- four time. 
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53. A method for teaching the correct musical rhythm for 
a measure of music to a student, said method comprising the 
steps of : 

providing the student with a master block shaped to 
5 resemble a four- four time signature, said master block having 
a reference thickness relative to said four- four time 
signature; 

providing the student with four cadence blocks, each of 
the four cadence blocks being shaped to resemble a quarter 
10 note, each of the four cadence blocks having a thickness of 
one-quarter of the reference thickness of the master block; 

having the student lay the cadence blocks one on top of 
the other and place them along side the master block thereby 
allowing the student to observe that the combined thickness of 
15 the four cadence blocks equals that of the reference thickness 
of the master block; 

having the student lay out the master block and the four 
cadence blocks in the measure; and 

having the student perform the correct rhythm. 

20 
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54 . The method of claim 53 further comprising the steps 

of: 

providing the student with a cadence block shaped as a 
quarter rest having a thickness one-quarter of the reference 
5 thickness of the master block; 

having the student substitute one of the cadence blocks 
shaped as a quarter note with the cadence block shaped as a 
quarter rest; and 

having the student lay the cadence blocks one on top of 
10 the other and place them along side the master block thereby 
allowing the student to observe that the combined thickness of 
the four cadence blocks equals that of the reference thickness 
of the master block; 

having the student lay out the master block and the four 
15 cadence blocks in a measure; and 

having the student perform the correct rhythm. 

55. The method of claim 53 further comprising the steps 

of: 

20 providing the student with a cadence block shaped as a 

half note having a thickness one-half of the reference 
thickness of the master block; 
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having the student substitute two of the cadence blocks 
shaped as quarter notes with the cadence block shaped as a 
half note; 

having the student to lay the cadence blocks one on top 
5 of the other and place them along side the master block 
thereby allowing the student to observe that the combined 
thickness of the cadence blocks equals that of the reference 
thickness of the master block; 

having the student lay out the master block and the four 
10 cadence blocks in the measure; and 

having the student clap the correct rhythm. 



56. The method of claim 53 further comprising the steps 

of: 

15 providing the student with two cadence block shaped as a 

eighth notes, each having a thickness one -eighth of the 
reference thickness of the master block; 

having the student substitute one of the cadence blocks 
shaped as a quarter note with the two cadence block shaped as 
20 eighth notes; 

having the student lay the cadence blocks one on top of 
the other and place them along side the master block thereby 
allowing the student to observe that the combined thickness of 
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the cadence blocks equals that of the reference thickness of 
the master block; 

having the student lay out the master block and the 
cadence blocks in the measure; and 

having the student clap the correct rhythm. 

57. The method of claim 53 further comprising the steps 

of: 

providing the student with two additional cadence blocks 
shaped to resemble half notes; 

having the student arrange two measures of music using 
the two cadence blocks shaped as half notes and the four 
cadence blocks shaped as quarter notes; 

having the student clap the correct rhythm for the two 
measures; and 

having the student rearrange the cadence blocks in as 
many combinations as possible and having the student clap the 
correct rhythm for each of the combinations. 

58. The method of claim 57 further comprising the steps 

of: 

providing the student with a cadence block shaped to 
resemble a quarter rest; 
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having the student substitute one of the cadence blocks 
shaped as a quarter note with the cadence block shaped as a 
quarter rest; 

having the student clap the two measures; and 
5 having the student rearrange the cadence blocks in as 

many combinations as possible and having the student clap each 
of the combinations. 



59. The method of claim 53 further comprising the steps 

10 of: 

providing the student with additional master blocks 
shaped to resemble time signatures distinct from four-four 
time, each of the additional master blocks having a reference 
thickness relative to its time signature; 

15 allowing the student to select a master block shaped as 

any time signature; and 

allowing the student to determine either visually or 
tactilely the correct rhythm for a measure of music using the 
cadence blocks for the time signature of the selected master 

20 block. 



60. The method of claim 59 wherein the step of providing 
the student with additional master blocks comprises the step 



Clayton, Howarth A Cannon, P.C. 

P.O.Box 1909 

Sandy, Utah 84091-1909 

Phone:(801)255-5335 p- ap c 4 n f fi O 

Fax: (801) 255-5338 D'i OI 



of providing the student with master blocks shaped to resemble 
a three- four time signature and a two- four time signatures, 
the master block shaped to resemble a three-four time 
signature having a thickness three-quarters of the reference 
5 thickness, and the master block shaped to resemble a two- four 
time signature having a thickness one-half the reference 
thickness . 



61. The method of claim 53 further comprising the step 

10 of: 

providing the student with a cadence block shaped to 
resemble an eighth dot and two cadence blocks shaped to 
resemble eighth notes; 

having the student lay out a measure of music using the 
15 two cadence blocks shaped to resemble eighth notes; 

having the student then replace one of the blocks shaped 
to resemble and eighth notes with a dot; and 

having the student clap the correct rhythm. 

20 62. The method of claim 53 further comprising the step 

of: 

providing the student with at least one block shaped to 
resemble a slur; 
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having the student lay out a measure of music using the 
at least one block shaped to resemble a slur to connect to two 
of the other cadence blocks; 

having the student clap the correct rhythm. 
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63. A method for teaching correct musical rhythm to a 
student, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing the student with at least one master block, one 
of the at least one master block comprising a control 
5 reference feature having a benchmark dimension, and each of 
the remaining at least one master block, if any, comprising a 
control reference feature having a dimension relative to said 
benchmark dimension and its visually conveyed time signature; 

providing the student with a plurality of cadence blocks, 
10 each of the plurality of cadence blocks visually conveying to 
an observer a duration value, and each of the plurality of 
cadence blocks comprising a reference feature relative in 
dimension to its duration value and the benchmark dimension; 

allowing the student to determine by trial and error the 
15 correct musical rhythm of one or more measures by (1) visually 
reading one of the at least one master block and one or more 
of the cadence blocks; or (2) tactilely comparing the 
dimension of the control reference feature of one of the at 
least one master block to the dimension of the reference 
2 0 feature of one or more of the plurality of cadence blocks to 
see if they are equal. 
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64. The method of claim 63 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks further comprises blocks shaped to resemble a 
note or a rest, each of the cadence blocks shaped to resemble 
a note or a rest having a thickness relative to a duration 

5 value determined by said note or rest and said benchmark 
dimension. 

65. The method of claim 64 wherein the plurality of 
cadence blocks further comprises blocks shaped to resemble 

10 dots, each of the cadence blocks shaped to resemble a dot 
having a thickness relative to a duration value of a half note 
or quarter note and said benchmark dimension, 

66. The method of claim 65 further comprising the step 
15 of providing the student with at least one block shaped to 

resemble a slur and at least one block shaped to resemble a 
bar line. 

67. The method of claim 63 wherein the step of providing 
2 0 the student with a plurality of cadence blocks comprises the 

step of providing the student with at least one block shaped 
to resemble a whole note, at least two blocks shaped to 
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resemble half notes and at least four blocks shaped to 
resemble quarter notes. 

68. The method of claim 63 wherein the at least one 
5 master block and the plurality of cadence blocks are comprised 

of thermoplastic. 

69. The method of claim 63 wherein the step providing 
the student with at least one master block comprises the step 

10 of providing the student with a master block shaped to 
resemble a four- four time signature. 
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70. A system for teaching musical rhythm, said system 
comprising : 

a block shaped to resemble a time signature; 
a plurality of blocks shaped to resemble notes; and 
5 a plurality of beat mats; 

wherein the plurality of beat mats may be laid out to 
indicate a correct number of beats in a measure for the time 
signature . 

10 71. The system of claim 70 wherein the time signature is 

four- four time. 

72. The system of claim 70 wherein the block shaped to 
resemble a time signature and each of the plurality of blocks 

15 shaped to resemble notes each have a first side having a 
thickness, wherein the thickness of the first side of the 
block shaped to resemble a time signature is such that only a 
group of the plurality of blocks having the correct rhythm 
will be of equal combined thickness. 

20 

73. The system of claim 70 further comprising a block 
shaped to resemble a bar line. 
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74 . The system of claim 73 further comprising a block 
shaped to resemble a slur. 



75. The system of claim 70 further comprising at least 
5 one block shaped to resemble a rest . 



76. The system of claim 70 further comprising at least 
one block shaped to resemble a dot . 
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